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Fernhill Cayenne 
powers ahead
ASIDE from the usual range of  
classes, Ballinamona staged 
the latest legs of  the valuable 
Irish Sport Horse eventing 
series. Fraser Duffy recorded 
his second victory of  the day 
in the six-year-old class. Rid-
ing Carol Gee’s Fernhill Cay-
enne, Duffy stamped his mark 
when leading the dressage 
on 29.5 and, despite rolling a 
pole, remained just ahead of  
Michael McNally and Read-
stown Frankie. 

“I’m thrilled with him,” 
said Duffy of  the Jill Carber-
ry-bred son of  Porsch (dam by 
Triggero). “He’s been a slow 
developer because he’s big 
and has a lot of  movement.” 

A supporter of  the series, 

classes really useful, as I 
struggle to get to the other 
young horse classes and the 
FEHL qualifiers. The fact 
that these are proper events 
as well is very good, and the 
prize money is brilliant.” 

A tilt at Le Lion d’Angers 
selection is the aim for Duffy, 
as it is for second and third-
placed Michael McNally 
(Readstown Frankie) and Hei-
di Hamilton with Dam Easy. 

dressage mark, as did fourth-
placed Sarah Ennis and West-
winds Knightrider.

While the cross-country 
proved straightforward for 
the majority, the sunken road 

expensive for both Camilla 
Speirs (BT Cloud Nine) and 
Luke Drea (Avoca Druid). 
The usually consistent pair-
ings added 20 penalties each 

while Terence White will be 
kicking himself  for jumping 
the wrong fence four from 
home. 

Three very classy horses 
-

sion, with pole position going 
to Michael O’Toole and Night
and Day (see ‘One To Watch’). 
The Co Wicklow duo pro-
duced the second best test of  

completing ahead of  Sophie 
Richards and Rehy Wonder 

Boy (by Rehy High Society) 
and Ciara Power with the 
well-named OBOS Impressive 
(by OBOS Quality).

Although dressage leader 
Fraser Duffy was left ruing 
a costly show jump penalty, 

phase order. Only two runners 
faulted in the country over a 
course that was probably a lit-
tle on the soft side. That said, 
it was good to see horses come 

also noticeable that some rid-
ers had been content to pick 
up time faults in the interests 
of  education.  

-
tor for four-year-olds fell to 
former pony medallist Nessa 
Briody, riding her mother 
Mary’s Finnsceal. Having 
found herself  plumb last after 
dressage, Briody rose through 
the ranks after producing the 
only double clear round. “I’m 
not worried about the dres-
sage as he’s improving all 
the time and is an amazing 
jumper,” she remarked of  
the Womanizer gelding. “We 
bought him at Goresbridge 
last year, and then sent him to 
Martin Curran to be broken. 
Martin did the most amazing 
job with him, and he’s a plea-
sure to own and to ride.” 

Making use of  her transi-
tion year from school, Briody 
has spent time in England 
training with Kiwi rider Caro-
line Powell, and is now work-
ing from home in Rathangan. 

The class changed notably 
when leaders Brianne Stan-
ley and Business Class added 
a hefty 28.4 time penalties 

31.5. Further time faults and 
show jumping errors jostled 
the lower orders further and 
allowed Ciara Murphy and 
Gortmore Peter Pan to move 
into second spot, from Eamon 
Wycherley with Ballynoe Roy-
al Imp. Both Hannah Woods 
(Sahara Blue) and the very 
well-placed Joanne Corish 
and Springwell Royale both 
unfortunately picked up elim-
ination for passing the wrong 

ROUND-UP

Olympic Cool on song after Tattersalls
on song after a disappoint-
ing run at Tattersalls, Ker-
ri Lyons and Olympic Cool 
scooped the O/CNC* from the 
front. Impressing flatwork 
judge Liam Maloney, the Co 
Meath pair went on to pro-
duce two foot-perfect jumping 

Sam Watson and Horseware 
Bowman by one mark. “We 
are keeping Olympic Cool at 
livery with the Powers now, 

which means that I can jump 
him every second day,” said 
Lyons. “I’m not sure what got 
into him at Tattersalls (where 
he ran very free) but he’s way 
calmer now and feels a differ-
ent horse.” 

years with Bruce Davidson 
Snr in America, Co Meath rid-
er Ciaran Thompson reaped 

CNC* from the front. Rid-
ing Lux A Million (Lux Z), 

a 10-year-old he owns jointly 
with Declan Morgan, Thomp-

to impressively hold his open-
ing mark of  31.5. 

“He didn’t start eventing 
until this year, and this is 
only his second novice,” said 
Thompson. “I’m based with 
Suzanne Macken at the mo-
ment, but the plan is to return 
to the States and to take this 
horse with me.”  

C h a s i n g  T h o m p s o n 

throughout, Sian Carson-Ball 
slotted into second with Gort-
glas Eclipse from Geoff  Cur-
ran and River Derg.

In the remaining classes 
over the one-star track, Jem-
ma Parkill landed her first 
CNCJ* win with Summerhill
Echo, Selma Hammerstrom 
headed the CNCP** aboard 
Three Wells Breeze and Da-
vina Gray took the CNC*A 
riding DSL The Mooche.

onetowatch
that Night and Light

Duffy on the double again
By Sally Parkyn 

FAST gaining premier di-
vision status, Ballinamona 
Horse Trials attracted a bum-
per entry last weekend. Just 
short of  300 runners contested 
17 classes at the Co Waterford 
competition, which ran over 
the near-perfect sponge of  
parkland turf. 

Once again, the plaudits 
from riders came thick and 
fast, yet despite calls for a 
three-star track, David Bogos-
sian and his father Vahe are 
content to remain at the level 
for the time being. 

“At the present we are try-
ing to improve year on year, 
and take whatever feedback 
comes to us,” said David. “Our 
aim is to challenge the riders, 
but also to make them happy 
and to be fair.” 

In response to comments 
from last year, the few minor 
criticisms had been ironed 
out, while the second show 
jumping arena was on grass 
this time around. 

“We have put a lot of  work 
to get the ground as good as 
possible, especially at the 
bottom of  the course,” added 
Boggosian. “We also felt that 
while the indoor arena is a 
great back-up, riders would 
prefer to jump on grass at this 
time of  year. I think it worked 
well, although we are still ex-
perimenting with the site.  

Bogossian was keen to 
highlight the vital importance 
of  his helpers, without which 

“There are over 100 people 
helping here today,” he point-
ed out. 

“While it is impossible to 
name them all, I would like 
to thank them, especially our 
show jumping course builder, 
Noel Phelan and Paul and 
Alan Brady from Camphire, 
who are always on the end 
of  the phone for advice. It’s 
much appreciated, and my 
payback to them will come in 
three weeks time.”

O/CNC**

is fast becoming a custom-
ary double, Fraser Duffy ex-
tended his lead in the series 
by landing the Connolly’s Red 
Mills Super League O/CNC** 
aboard yard favourite Pri-
mus. The German-bred son 
of  the thoroughbred Painters 
Row shared second spot after 

dressage, before producing 
the sole double clear round. 

“What a fabulous venue 
and perfect going,” said Duffy 
afterwards. “Primus met ev-
erything on a forward stride, 
and the course rode beautiful-
ly. He was a bit excited when 
warming up for the dressage, 
but he did a nice test and his 
jumping was impeccable.” 

season to date, Duffy added: 
“Now I have my [Irish] pass-
port, we have decided to keep 
a core of  horses and plan a 
campaign for them. This is the 

this, and at the moment Pri-
mus is named as reserve for 
the Nations Cup in Aachen, 
but if  he doesn’t travel there 
he will go to Camphire.” 

not to run Kachemire Le Beau 
across the country, she opened 

the door for junior team con-
tender Cathal Daniels. Despite 
lowering two coloured poles, 
Daniels held onto second spot 
with Rioghan Rua from Sam 
Watson and Lukeswell. 

Of  those who erred, Orla 
Keenan parted company from 
Moss Star at the road crossing 
three from home, while Alex 
Donoghue and Ardfry Barin-
ga clocked up 20 penalties at 
the water. 

Special mention must go 
to Maria Byrne, who piloted 
BGS Juicy Fruits capably 
across the country and into 
seventh place, despite a bro-
ken stirrup leather. 

CNC**
Gaining their second win on 
the bounce and their third of  
the season, Esib Power and 
Soladaun took the spoils in 
the 7-strong Equest Pramox 
CNC**.

As the only pairing to re-
main on their dressage score, 
Power and the French-bred 
thoroughbred gave a master 
class in jumping, completing 
two marks ahead of  Brian 
Morrison and Coolnacauneen 
Black Beauty (by Ard VDL 
Douglas).

As one of  only eight to leave 
the coloured poles intact, Mor-
rison picked up just a fraction 
of  a time fault in the country, 
as did the in-form junior Lucy 

with DHI Top Story. 
It was Noel Phelan’s tech-

nical show jumping track 
that proved the undoing for 
first phase leader Isabelle 
Odlum (Versace Biscuit) and 
second-placed Jamie Nolan 
(Arodstown Aramis). Poised 
to retain their positions after 
good runs in the country, the 
duo then dropped out of  con-
tention.

Fraser Duffy landed the Connolly’s Red Mills Super League O/CNC** aboard Primus at Ballinamona last 
weekend


